WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An apparatus for reading an image comprising: 

a light source, which when operated, emits visible light and 
invisible light towards an image disposed along an optical path 
followed by the light; 

a first reading device disposed downstream from the image 
along the optical path, the first reading device having a visible light 
sensor which receives light and produces electronic data in 
accordance with received light in visible wavelengths, when operated; 

a second reading device disposed downstream from the image 
along the optical path, the second reading device having an invisible 
light sensor which receives light and produces electronic data in 
accordance with received light in invisible wavelengths, when 
operated; 

a controller electronically connected to the first reading device 
and the second reading device, and synchronizing electronic data from 
the first and second reading devices with one another; and 

a correcting device electronically connected to the first and 
second reading devices, which receives data therefrom and corrects 
data from the first reading device based on data from the second 
reading device. 

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said controller 

controls said first reading device and said second reading device so 
that each produces electronic data simultaneously with one another. 
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3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said controller 
controls said first reading device and said second reading device so 
that the devices alternately produce electronic data with one another. 

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a 
deflecting device disposed downstream from the image along the 
optical path, and guiding visible light transmitted along the optical 
path to said first reading device, and invisible light to said second 
reading device. 

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a light 
reducing device disposed along the optical path, which reduces an 
amount of light emitted from said light source to no more than a 
predetermined level. 

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said light source 
comprises: 

a first light emitter which emits visible light when operated; 
a second light emitter which emits invisible light when 
operated; and 

a deflecting device disposed along the optical path upstream 
from the image, which substantially reflects one of visible light emitted 
from said first light source and invisible light emitted from said second 
light source to said image, and substantially transmits the other 
therethrough. 
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7. The apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said controller 
controls such that said second light source emits invisible light only 
when said second reading device is being operated for receiving light 
and producing electronic data in accordance therewith. 

8. The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: 
a timing device which provides timing information for 

operation of said first reading device and said second reading device, 

wherein said controller controls such that, on the basis of 
timing information received from said timing device, said first and 
second reading devices are operated. 

9. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said timing 
device provides timing information such that, at least, operation of 
said first and second reading devices commences substantially at the 
same time. 

10. The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said timing 
device provides timing information such that, at least, operation of 
said first and second reading devices terminate at substantially the 
same time. 

11. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said second 
reading device is disposed on the basis of axial chromatic aberration of 
invisible light such that a position on said image from which said first 
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reading device receives at least some visible light, substantially 
coincides with a position on said image from which said second 
reading device receives at least some invisible light. 

12. A method of reading an image comprising the steps of: 

(a) disposing an image for exposure to light, when the light 
travels along an optical path; 

(b) emitting visible light and invisible light along the optical 
path, upstream of the image, thereby exposing the image to visible 
light and invisible light; 

(c) receiving visible light along the optical path, downstream of 
the image, and producing first electronic data in accordance with the 
received visible light; 

(d) receiving invisible light along the optical path, downstream 
of the image, and producing second electronic data in accordance with 
the received invisible light; 

(e) controlling the production of first and second electronic 
data, such that said first and second electronic data is correlated with 
one another; and 

(f) correcting said first electronic data based on said second 
electronic data. 

13. The image reading method according to claim 12, wherein in 
the step of controlling the production of first and second electronic 
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data, the first and second electronic data is produced substantially 
simultaneously with one another. 

14. The image reading method according to claim 12, wherein in 
the step of controlling the production of first and second electronic 
data, the first and second electronic data is alternately produced 
relative to one another. 

15. The image reading method according to claim 12, further 
comprising the step of guiding visible light along the optical path, 
downstream of the image, to a first reading device, and guiding 
invisible light along the optical path, downstream of the image, to a 
second reading device. 

16. The image reading method according to claim 12, further 
comprising the step of reducing an amount of invisible light to a 
predetermined range along the optical path, upstream of the image. 

17. The image reading method according to claim 12, wherein the 
step of controlling the production of first and second electronic data, 
includes providing timing information, and the step of controlling the 
production of first and second electronic data is performed in 
accordance with the timing information to correlate first and second 
electronic data with one another. 
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18. The image reading method according to claim 17, wherein the 
step of controUing the production of first and second electronic data in 
accordance with the timing information, is performed to initiate the 
production of first and second electronic data at substantially the 
same time. 

19. The image reading method according to claim 17, wherein the 
step of controlling the production of first and second electronic data in 
accordance with the timing information, is performed to terminate the 
production of first and second electronic data at substantially the 
same time. 
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